
2015 autumn programme
All meetings take place in Combe Down Primary 
School Hall in Summer Lane. Doors open at 19:00 
for a prompt start at 19:30. Members £1, non-
members £3.

Wednesday 14 October
The Two Towers  
Dennis Chedgy is making a welcome return visit 
to tell us about the extraordinary feud between 
two wealthy local families at Ammerdown and 
Faulkland over who could build the tallest tower. 
Those who listened to Dennis talk about coal 
mining in Radstock will remember his unique 
presentation style with pleasure and anticipation!

Wednesday 11 November
The Mills of Lyncombe and Widcombe  
Another return visit, this time from Tony 
Coverdale and Phil Bendall who will present to us 
on the mills and their uses – perhaps including 
Combe Down’s own De Montalt Mill …

Wednesday 16th December
A different sort of Christmas do  
It won’t be the same as last year – or the year 
before! Get the date firmly in your diary now!

Recent activities
June: Dundas and the Somerset Coal Canal
Tim Wheeldon explained the origins and life of 
the SCC as a whole and at Dundas in particular 
where Tim and his family were responsible for 
its rebirth as the marina for the Bath and Dundas 
Canal Company. The talk was illustrated with 
photos of the work as it progressed, including 
the installation of the lifting bridge recycled from 
another site. It’s amazing what determination, 
hard work, and a few friends can do!

June: excursion to the WW2 anti-invasion stop-
line defences at Hog Wood
On a beautiful day Tim Lunt led a guided walk 
behind Hinton Priory, past the old Priory fish 
ponds to Hog Wood. There we were given a talk 
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by Dr Philip Rowe from Bristol University and 
a close up look at the excavations by his team of 
archaeologists. Just about all the WW2 defences 
are still visible and the tank traps impressive. Well 
worth a visit once the leaves are off the trees.

Aerial photo from 1946 shows the defences (dotted)

September: Bath Industrial Heritage Day
We joined in Bath Industrial Heritage Day with 
a display mainly about stone quarrying but also 
about the CDHS in general, and the Ralph Allen 
Cornerstone. The event was well attended with 
many finding their way to Bath FC at Twerton 
– including the new Mayor! Don’t miss the next 
Heritage Day at Twerton on Sat 9 April 2016.

September: the Mulberry Harbours and the 
D-Day landings 1944 - did Bath really have a 
role in this major project? 
This was the theme of Martin Coulson’s and David 
Robertson’s very well researched talk. They took 
us through the key movers and shakers behind 
the Mulberry concept (including Churchill), 
the engineers who made the concept work, the 
constructors who built the (floating) components, 
the sailors who took them across the channel and 
the soldiers who put them together in Normandy. 
They were enormous feats of engineering and 
it is amazing that the Germans didn’t see them 
coming! Did Bath, and especially Combe Down, 
have a role in Mulberry? Early indications are ‘yes’ 
to Bath and ‘slight’ for Foxhill!

Combe Down about 1.5 miles

Hog Wood
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Firs Field awarded ‘Centenary Field’ 
status and protected in perpetuity
At a meeting of Bath & North East Somerset 
Council in September, Firs Field was designated 
a ‘Centenary Field’ under the Fields in Trust 
Centenary Fields Programme, which was 
launched to protect and preserve the UK’s war 
memorial fields, parks and green spaces with 
significance to the First World War. This gives the 
historic field absolute protection in perpetuity as a 
public open space.

Reverend Sweetapple of Holy Trinity, Combe 
Down organised a collection in 1917 to purchase 
Firs Field for the parish from the Misses Stennard 
for the War Memorial and in the summer of 1919 
a Church Army Social Centre was built in the 
corner of Firs Field as a place of recreation for 
local people and for soldiers returning from the 
First World War. In particular, it was intended to 
serve as ‘an enduring testimony to the countless 
heroes who had laid down their lives for their 
country’. Consisting of three huts which had 
already ‘done duty in other districts’, the building 
was opened by the Duchess of Somerset at a 
ceremony on 8 November 1919. 

Local residents subscribed to a fund to purchase 
the larger portion of Firs Field, with the title deeds 
being handed to the Parish Council on 10 April 
1920 in a deed of gift ‘to be used for the pleasure 
of the people of Combe Down forever’. 

The War Memorial itself was unveiled on Firs 
Field in May 1921. Among the crowd was a young 
Combe Down soldier called Harry Patch whose 
cousin Fred is remembered on the memorial. 

The Friends of Firs Field (formed during the mine 
infill works to ensure the field’s protection and 
reinstatement) worked closely with the Council to 
achieve the Centenary Field designation.

The National Trust and Rainbow 
Woods improvements
The National Trust has changed many of the inter-
linking paths across Claverton Down to improve 
access for wheelchairs and buggies. All-weather 
surfaces have been laid and the stiles that give 
access to Monument Field have been reinstated. 
A pedestrian crossing has been created at the 
Rainbow Woods entrance opposite Shaft Road. 
Large wooden signs have been erected to raise 
awareness of the amenities. 

However, the consequent increase in the numbers 
of cars parking along North Road to access the 
area is causing a traffic-flow problem that is yet to 
be addressed by the Trust or by the Council.

The Rockery Tea Gardens
Doug Humphries remembers working at the 
Rockery Tea Gardens in the late 1960s

The Rockery Tea Gardens were situated in a 
disused quarry site on North Road, opposite 
Rainbow Woods and immediately adjacent to 
the entrance to Monkton Prep School. The tea 
gardens were opened in 1924 serving coffees, 
lunches, teas and catering for birthdays, weddings 
and anniversaries. The business eventually closed 
in 2009 and the site was recently developed for 
housing. Douglas Humphries remembers working 
there during the 1960s.

‘I lived in Odd Down. As a seventeen year old, 
I was looking for a part-time job to get some 
pocket money. A friend suggested the Rockery Tea 
Gardens, and I started there in the summer of 1967.

I got the menial tasks - sweeping floors, clearing 
tables, polishing cutlery, picking up litter, grass 
cutting and weeding. The experienced staff laid up 
and waited on tables. A team of ladies prepared 
and cooked the food, supervised the waiting 

Remembrance Day at Firs Field
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staff, served in the bar and washed up. We were 
all expected to wear black trousers or skirts and 
white shirts or blouses for special events, when 
more part time staff were drafted in.

In my first few weeks I got a few things wrong. I 
was asked to clear the tables and so I took some 
dirty ash trays to the kitchen to be washed. I 
spotted the sink and put the ash trays in the 
soapy water. The washer-up complained she had 
to empty the sink and start again because I had 
contaminated her clean water with fag ash! I was 
very embarrassed. One lunch time I was weeding 
the garden when a gentleman told me he was still 
waiting for his ham sandwich order. I went to the 
kitchen to check and was given a plate to deliver 
to him. I returned to say that he was happier now, 
only to get my ears bitten off for serving a customer 
while I still had muddy hands and dirty finger nails! 
However, I survived my ‘induction’ and worked at 
the tea gardens for three full seasons.

George Brown was the owner and did some of 
the cooking. The business had been in his family 
for 80 years. He had been captain of Bath RFC 
in the 1950s so he liked his rugby and a post-
rugby social. I had played rugby at school and 
had started playing for Combe Down so we had 
a common interest. At the start of each summer 
I would have a chat with George at the end of a 
busy day when he was in a good mood. We’d talk 
about rugby, then I’d ask if he thought I was worth 
a pay rise. It usually worked!

Summer Saturdays were the most hectic preparing 
for wedding receptions. These were often held in 
the Vinery – a light and airy detached building 
with a glass roof, so-called because of the vines 
growing up the walls and right across the ceiling. 
It had large doors that opened directly onto 
the gardens, so it was great for photographs. 
In the 60s it was popular to serve sparkling 

Asti Spumante for the wedding toasts, while 
Sauternes was often one of the table wines – 
rather too sweet for most tastes these days!

One Easter we had to provide breakfast for 
an overnight car rally, with the drivers and 
navigators arriving from 6.30am. There was 
huge rush at around 9am and we didn’t have 
enough places to seat everyone. In the rush to 
get people to vacate their places as soon as they 
had finished, I took a couple’s order but forgot 
to deliver it to the kitchen: I then cleared off 
when my shift was over, leaving someone else to 
apologise for my error!

The Rockery also took on outside catering for 
weddings and events. It was always a challenge 
to keep the drinks chilled in buckets of ice and 
I remember trying to be polite to guests who 
wanted more than their fair share.

One memorable event was a King’s School 
reunion in Bruton, when we provided an evening 
buffet. The former pupils (now hungry and 
thirsty young men) came into the marquee in 
a steady stream until 10pm when we started to 
pack away. At the last minute, six more turned 
up for food which was practically non-existent, 
particularly after we had had a quick bite of the 
left-overs ourselves. So we had to take bits of 
ham and salad off used plates and out of the bins, 
cutting out any teeth marks and plating up after 
a quick rinse. It was a good job they were the 
worse for drink!

I was fortunate enough to go to a friend’s 
wedding reception at the Rockery in 1972 and 
be on the other side of the table, where I could 
finally enjoy the services being offered.’
You can see some pictures of the Rockery Tea Gardens 
in all their glory in 1992, and showing a sad and derelict 
site in 2012, in a series of photographs taken by Margaret 
Stranks at https://www.flickr.com/photos/margaretstranks/
sets/72157629435488166/ Two views of the Rockery Tea gardens after closure
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First name(s) Surname(s)

Address Postcode

Email

New member application form

I/we apply to become a member of the Combe Down Heritage Society until 31 March 2016 
and I/we agree to my details being held on computer for the duration of my membership

Gift Aid declaration for this and future donations 
Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made by me today in the future 
I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least 
equal to the amount of tax that all the Charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts 
for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT  
and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand that the charity will  
reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give on or after 6 April 2008.

Ages of children  
(if family membership) 

Total amount paid

DateSigned

Standard £5  Concession £3 Family £12

I am sending an additional £ as a donation to the society

Payments by cheque, payable to ‘Combe Down Heritage Society’, or cash should be made to the Membership Secretary:  
Tim Lunt, 141 Church Road, Combe Down, Bath BA2 5JL Please ask for a Standing Order Form if you would rather pay direct.

Phone

Membership options - please tick as required:

If you are already a member, there is no need to fill this in - simply send or give your payment to Tim Lunt (see below)
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Mulberry Park: what’s in a name? 
The 1851 tithe maps, held in the City Archives 
at the Guildhall in Bath, give some information 
about the area now known as the Foxhill MoD 
site, shortly to become Mulberry Park. The 
area sits on what were five separate tithe areas, 
numbered 487 to 491 going from south to north 
on the Lyncombe & Widcombe tithe map. Field 
487 was called ‘The Beeches’, while most of the 
rest of the area was simply called ‘The Down’. 
Owners and tenants at the time included Robert 
Blackmore, Peter Augustin Baines, John and 
Alfred Thomas, Robert Fennell and George 
Radbourne. Wonder what they’d think about their 
fields now?

Free public lecture series
In 1815 William Smith published the first edition 
of his Geological Map of England and Wales. 
Little did he know what a pivotal contribution 
this was to make to the scientific and economic 
development of nineteenth-century Britain!
Bristol University’s School of Earth Sciences has 
been running a series of events and an exhibition 
to celebrate the bi-centenary of Smith’s relatively 
unsung achievements. A public lecture series is 
taking place in the Great Hall of the iconic Wills 
Memorial Building in Bristol during October, 

where an exhibition is showcasing some of 
Smith’s original atlases and maps, including the 
University’s own copy of Smith’s Geological Map.

The lecture series is free and open to all, but 
tickets should be booked at https://www.
eventbrite.com/d/local/william-smith-
bristol/?view=list

07 Oct 2015 - Professor Iain Stewart - 
Underground Britain: the story of what’s under 
our feet, and why it matters

14 Oct 2015 - Simon Winchester - William Smith 
and his Map that Changed the World: an evening 
with Simon Winchester

21 Oct2015 - Professor John Grotzinger - Mars 
Science Laboratory: Geological Mapping of Mars 
with Orbiters and the Curiosity Rover

28 Oct2015 - Professor Richard Fortey - William 
Smith, fossils and the British landscape

For event updates and news follow @
UoBEarthSciences #UoBSmith2015.

Please follow us!
Please follow us on Facebook for news, updates 
and meeting information: 
https://www.facebook.com/
CombeDownHeritageSociety

We’re also on Twitter, posting as @cdhsoc 


