
2015 spring programme
All talks begin at 19:30 in Combe Down Primary 
School, Summer Lane entrance. End about 21:00.  
CDHS members £1; Non-members £3.

Wednesday 18 March
Prior Park Garden, its restoration and recent 
developments 
Matthew Ward, Head Gardener at Prior Park, 
gives us an insider’s guide to recent and planned 
work to restore Ralph Allen’s landscape garden.

Wednesday 22 April
Annual General Meeting followed by a talk from 
our President, Professor Dick Irving, on the life 
and lifestyle of William Smith, the ‘Father of 
Geology’ and Tucking Mill resident.

Reports on meetings
October: Somersetshire Coal Canal (SCC) and 
William Smith - Adrian Tuddenham
Opened in 1805 to access the North Somerset 
coalfield, this 10-mile long canal became one of 
the most profitable in the country over its 100 
year life. It was also part of the story of William 
Smith, the Father of Geology, who was involved 
in surveying the canal, thereby adding to his 
understanding of strata which was published in 
the first geological map of Britain 200 years ago.

Adrian Tuddenham 
has long been active 
in the SCC Society 
which over the years 
has uncovered many 
lost photographs 
and records of the 
canal’s history, and 
revealed the site of 
the lost caisson lock. 
We were shown many 
of pictures of the 
canal then and now, 
together with excellent 
explanations and 
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diagrams of how the lock flight, caisson lock and 
water pumping arrangements allowed the canal to 
function.

William Smith’s involvement was highlighted, 
together with his subsequent venture into stone 
cutting from the site at Tucking Mill. Here he 
planned to use the canal to ship stone to markets 
in London and elsewhere but was bankrupted 
when his quarry at Combe Down was found to 
contain inferior oolite.

Current activity on the canal includes restoration 
of a large dry dock at the Paulton Basin as well as 
the excavation of the basin and a length of canal to 
Radford.

November: 115 Church Road – Richard Hill
Richard and Margaret Hill have lived at 115 
Church Road for over 20 years. The research that 
Richard presented began as a simple project ‘just 
to find out when our house was built’, but resulted 
in a 238 page book privately published by Richard 
in 2014! 

The relatively easy part was finding when the 
house was built (c1805-06), but the Hills’ interest 
grew in why it took so long for Combe Down 
‘village’ to become established – and then why it 
all happened so quickly in the early 1800s. More 
on his talk later in this Newsletter

December: Christmas Party
Although numbers were down a little on last year, 
Society members were joined by the Friends of 
Firs Field, the Friends of the Jewish Burial Ground, 
the Friends of Combe Down Surgery and the 
Stone Legacy Trust to enjoy an evening of fun 
and Christmas cheer. The proceedings began with 
an icebreaker devised by Margaret Bosanquet 
and went on to include the challenges of a 
photographic quiz and a Silly Hat competition, 
won by Tessa English who was wearing a 
cardboard breakfast on a cardboard plate. Thanks 
to Jeni at Bath Crockhire for lending us glasses 
and plates – and for doing the washing up!
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Curo Mulberry development
Curo has selected Mulberry Park as the name 
for its development at Foxhill after the famous 
Mulberry Harbours used in the WW2 invasion 
of Normandy which were designed, at least in 
part, on the old MOD site. We have applied for 
and received a grant to research how the harbour 
was developed and how the people working at 

Combe Down site 
contributed to 
it. We hope that 
this will lead to 
further funding 
for an exhibition, 
a publication, or 
perhaps both, in 
due course.

Ralph Allen and the story of  
113-117 Church Road
In his talk to the Society, Richard Hill concen-
trated on telling the story behind the breakup of 
Ralph Allen’s estate after his death in 1764, and 
the consequent ‘building boom’ in Combe Down 
that took place from 1805 to around 1820. 

Ralph Allen bought the stone quarries in Combe 
Down in the 1720s and developed them into 
a successful business. He built Prior Park as a 
family home, but also to showcase his Bath stone 
to potential purchasers. He acquired more land 
locally too, so that by 1760 he owned most of the 
area from Odd Down, through Claverton Down 
to Bathampton. 

Ralph Allen’s wife died in 1766, two years after her 
husband, but as they had no children the estate 
passed to a niece, Gertrude Tucker. She leased the 
house out and sold the contents.

On Gertrude’s death in 1796 the estate passed to 
another niece, Mary Allen. Due to the property 
laws of the time, this meant the estate came 
entirely under the control of her husband, 
Cornwallis Maude, 1st Viscount Hawarden and 
1st Baron de Montalt. The Maudes never lived 
at Prior Park and made little attempt to develop 
Combe Down beyond the original ‘Old Rank’ (De 
Montalt Place) and pub. They did however borrow 
substantial sums of money secured by mortgages 
on various parts of the Allen estates. Richard 
estimates that on Cornwallis Maude’s death in 
1803 he had debts equivalent to some £20m in 
today’s money.

Maude’s heir, Thomas, 2nd Viscount Hawarden/
Baron De Montalt, had to sell or mortgage 
property to pay the debts. He chose to sell land on 
Combe Down because it was clear that, despite 
the recession caused by the Napoleonic Wars, it 
had development potential. 

Amongst the purchasers were the Hadleys who 
bought a substantial parcel on Combe Down; the 
Laytons who acquired plots including the newly 
built Isabella Place, and Benjamin Wingrove who 
used his position as the Maudes’ lawyer to acquire 
the land on which 115 Church Road was to be 
built. The Maudes didn’t desert Combe Down 
however. They retained the land on which de 
Montalt Mill was to be built and leased it to the 
developers. 

The sell-off of land on Combe Down from 1803 
led to the rapid development of the village with 
more cottages and fine houses. Richard told 
us that building work extended along Church 
Road with the construction of numbers 109, 
113, 115, 117 and Hopecote c1805-1806. Isabella 
Place had been built c1803 on a lease from the 
Maudes. Workers’ cottages grew up in Quarry 
Vale (Summer Lane) and Byfield Place/Byfield 
Buildings. More houses and shops appeared up on 
Combe Road. 

Stand and look at 113-117 Church Road today and 
you will notice something rather odd. The original 
construction was a terrace of four two-story 
houses called 1-4 Paradise Place. An additional 
storey was later added to the centre properties 
(113 and 115) but No 1 Paradise Place has entirely 
disappeared! Richard discovered that it caught fire 
and was advertised for sale in 1836 as ‘partially 
destroyed by Fire and which may be reinstated 
at small expense’. It never was reinstated, and the 

Mr & Mrs Ralph Allen at home

The city of Bath today is one of the UK’s leading tourist attractions, a fascinating 

insight into a world of extravagance and luxury during its heyday as a summer 

retreat from London, when the rich and fashionable spent the season against 

the elegant background of its Georgian neoclassical architecture. One of Bath’s 

leading lights was entrepreneur Ralph Allen. With an annual income in today’s 

terms of some £20 million, it was his foresight in exploiting the quarries on the 

south of the city that made available the distinctive honey-coloured limestone 

from which the 18th-century buildings were constructed. The Allens’ mansion at 

Prior Park, visible just to the south of the city, was a sort of advertising hoarding 

for the stone, but it was also the place where the family entertained rich visitors 

and friends. 

Rosemary Simmons’ account, based on a recipe book written by a neice of Ralph 

Allen and found at the London Record Office where it had lain hidden for over 

200 years, has cleverly woven fascinating detail about the food and cooking of the 

time with her own delightful illustrations, showing the wealth of ingredients and 

elaborate style of cooking available to wealthy households of the time.
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Food and drink at the home of an eminent 18th-century entrepreneur
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Rosemary Simmons is an artist, 

designer, author and publisher, 

whose name has long been 

associated with the work of the 

leading printmakers of the 20th 

century. After training at the 

Chelsea School of Art her early 

career encompassed graphic 

design and teaching both in the 

UK and India. 

At Curwen Prints, of which 

she was Managing Director in 

the 1970s, she commissioned 

many leading artists to make 

lithographic prints for limited 

editions. In the 1990s she 

founded and edited the journal 

Printmaking Today. 

Author of several key works about 

printmaking, she continues to 

paint, make prints, exhibit and to 

foster her interest in the history 

the city of Bath, and in particular 

of the village of Combe Down 

just to its south. 

‘A delightful insight into a very special couple’s culinary choices, written and 

deliciously illustrated by local artist and printmaker and social historian, 

Rosemary Simmons.’

Edward Bayntun-Coward, Chairman of Bath Preservation Trust

‘Ralph Allen’s influence on the beautiful World Heritage City of Bath is of huge 

significance but what of the family’s ordinary daily life? This is an absolute gem 

of a book, giving us glimpses of the household and culinary aspects of the Ralph 

Allen’s at home.’

Cherry Beath, Mayor of Bath 2014-15
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Mr and Mrs Ralph Allen 
at home
Rosemary Simmons has written 
and illustrated a charming new 
book examining the domestic 
lives of the wealthy at the time of 
Ralph Allen. She writes:

I was talking to visitors at the 
Ralph Allen CornerStone one day when 
I realised that although we know a lot 
about his entrepreneurial skills we had 
no picture of Ralph Allen’s domestic 
life.

Years ago I had made drawings to 
illustrate books on historic cooking. 
This had involved a great deal of 
research and visits to buildings 

where authentic kitchens still existed – very 
rare because kitchens were the first rooms to be 
updated in Victorian times.

‘I had collected books and reprints of old recipes 
and domestic practices which I looked at again. 
One book, Margaretta Ackworth’s Georgian 
Cookery Book, suddenly rang a bell. She was the 
first Mrs Ralph Allen’s niece! Born Margaretta 
Marbella Buckridge, she was married at the age 
of nineteen to a Treasury official in Westminster 
and so entertained frequently, as did her aunt 
at Prior Park mansion. Their life-styles would 
have been very similar, one in London and the 
other in the sophisticated City of Bath.

The hardback book will be published by the 
Combe Down Heritage Society in March 
2015, price £9, available from the Ralph Allen 
CornerStone

remains were incorporated into what is now 113 
Church Road.

What about Prior Park? Thomas Maude died in 
1807 and his heir, the 3rd Viscount Hawarden 
(also named Cornwallis Maude) sold Prior Park 
to John Thomas, a Quaker, for £28,000. Richard 
notes that John Thomas sold 1300 estate trees for 
timber, which may well have fetched enough to 
pay off his purchase - demonstrating significant 
business acumen! 

After John Thomas’ death in 1827 the house and 
grounds were sold to Bishop Baines who intended 
to develop a Catholic seminary, but the venture 
was unsuccessful. The Clifton Diocese purchased 
Prior Park in 1867 and relocated the Bristol 
Catholic Grammar School to the house. After a 
couple of changes in ownership it became Prior 
Park College as we know it today.

And what about the Maude family? Their history 
goes back to Eustace de Monte Alto, a Breton 
‘knight’ with William the Conqueror who came 
to England in 1066 and was granted lands in 
Flintshire. Today Robert Maude, the 9th Viscount 
Hawarden, lives and farms in Adisham, near 
Canterbury, Kent. 

World War One in Bath
Following their talk in September 2014 about 
Combe Down and Monkton Combe parish 
during World War One, Jacqueline Burrows and 
Martin Coulson mounted an exhibition in the 
CornerStone using some of the vast amount of 

material they had accumulated during their 
researches. The displays were centred round the 
men and women from the parish who served: 
at least seventy did not return but are still 
remembered by their families (many still living in 
or around Combe Down); on local and overseas 
war memorials; and more recently as a result of 
this exhibition.

On show were the theatres of war in which 
they fought, the homes in which they and their 
families lived, how they were recruited, and the 
efforts made by those remaining on the ‘home 
front’ to support them while they were away.

The exhibition proved to be so popular that it 
was extended beyond its original schedule. We 
hope to use more of the information Martin and 
Jacqueline are continuing to gather for future 
exhibitions, and there is a plan that they will 
work towards publishing the fascinating story of 
Combe Down during World War One.

We plan to serialise Combe Down’s WW1 story 
in the next few newsletters
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First name(s) Surname(s)

Address Postcode

Email

New member application form

I/we apply to become a member of the Combe Down Heritage Society until 31 March 2016 
and I/we agree to my details being held on computer for the duration of my membership

Gift Aid declaration for this and future donations 
Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made by me today in the future 
I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least 
equal to the amount of tax that all the Charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts 
for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT  
and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand that the charity will  
reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give on or after 6 April 2008.

Ages of children  
(if family membership) 

Total amount paid

DateSigned

Standard £5  Concession £3 Family £12

I am sending an additional £ as a donation to the society

Payments by cheque, payable to ‘Combe Down Heritage Society’, or cash should be made to the Membership Secretary:  
Tim Lunt, 141 Church Road, Combe Down, Bath BA2 5JL Please ask for a Standing Order Form if you would rather pay direct.

Phone

Membership options - please tick as required:

If you are already a member, there is no need to fill this in - simply send or give your payment to Tim Lunt (see below)
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Other news
Visit to the Mayor’s Parlour. 
In October the then Mayor of Bath and Combe 
Down resident Cherry Beath invited members 
to call in to share a glass with her in the Mayor’s 
Parlour in the Guildhall. We were shown some of 
the official regalia connected with the Mayoralty 
and given a short talk on its history. Those who 
attended felt very privileged – thanks, Cherry!

The Roman coffin
Now on view outside 
Combe Down Primary 
School, the job of 
displaying the Roman 
coffin has been completed 
with the installation of a 
brass plaque! Our thanks 
to the school and to Prior 
Park Garden Centre for 
planting it so attractively, 
and for looking after it.

School trail walk
In December we were asked by Monkton Prep 
School to talk to a group of their younger students 
about some of the main features of the village’s 
history. 15 or so children and their teachers 
visited the CornerStone where they were treated 
to a brief talk on oolite stone, Ralph Allen and 
stone quarrying. They then took a guided walk 

through Davidge’s Bottom, down The Firs, and 
along Church Road, returning to school after a 
peep into Lawn Quarry. They seemed to enjoy it 
and asked lots of interesting questions!

New committee member 
Sophia (‘Sophie’) Pandit. We are very pleased 
indeed that Sophie Pandit (née Turner) has joined 
our committee. A few months ago Sophie very 
nearly gave us a talk on her family home, The 
Old Vicarage. In the event, it was read out on her 
behalf, owing to illness.

Combe Down tunnel access
BANES with assistance from the Cotswold 
volunteers will be installing an access gate to the 
Two Tunnels path from the public footpath below 
Summer Lane, once the agreement has been 
finalised between the landowner and the Parish 
Council. This is expected shortly.

Local knowledge needed
Claverton Down resident Alex Hansen is trying 
to find people who are interested in the footpaths 
and bridleways across the Claverton Down and 
Combe Down area. B&NES is compiling what 
they describe as a ‘Definitive Map’, and Alex 
(amongst others) is keen to ensure that local 
footpaths and bridleways are correctly shown. 
Please contact him by email at alex@blueplanet.
me.uk.


