
2014 autumn programme
All talks begin at 19:30 in Combe Down Primary 
School, Summer Lane entrance.  
CDHS members £1; Non-members £3.

Wednesday 17 September
Combe Down’s Great War  
Jacqueline Burrows and Martin Coulson will be 
talking about the men from Combe Down who fell 
in the Great War and are remembered on the War 
Memorial on Firs Field.

Wednesday 22 October
The Somersetshire Coal Canal and William Smith  
Adrian Tuddenham from the SCC Society will 
discuss the history of this local canal and the role 
of William Smith who once lived at Tucking Mill. 
William Smith’s involvement in the construction 
of the SCC was instrumental in creating the 
map of the geology of England which has its bi-
centenary next year.

Wednesday 19 November
My House : 115 Church Road    
Richard Hill will be examining the history of his 
house, its occupants and neighbouring dwellings

Wednesday 17 December
Xmas Social     
A joint event is planned with members of the 
Combe Down Stone Legacy Trust and the Friends 
of Firs Field, the Jewish Burial Ground and the 
Combe Down Surgery.

Reports on meetings
May
Dennis Chedgy, Director of the Radstock Museum 
brought along a wonderful collection of 35mm 
slides to give us a complete insight into the 
development of the North Somerset coal fields 
from surface mining in Roman times, the bell pit 
mines of the medieval period to the development 
of deep shaft mines from the late 1700s. 
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The total tonnage of coal produced in the coalfield 
peaked around 1901 when there were 79 collieries 
producing 1.25m tons per annum. However 
the coalfield was notorious for its thin seams 
which often gave a headroom to cut the coal 
of under half a metre. Production was viable, if 
very hard work, in the days when mined by hand 
but uneconomic in the modern automated era. 
Final closure of the last mines, Kilmersdon and 
Writhlington, was in 1973.

We learnt how Radstock developed and how the 
Waldegrave family, led by the indomitable and 
thrice married Frances, the Countess Waldegrave, 
took over all the major collieries of the district 
and with shrewd management made a fortune 
from them. Although the completion of the 
Somersetshire Coal Canal around 1800 had 
considerably reduced transport costs compared to 
distribution by road, the growth of the Waldegrave 
coal empire was also assisted by the railways 
reaching Radstock in the mid 19th century and 
bringing further economies.

June
Colin Johnston, Principal Archivist at the Bath 
Record Office beneath the Guildhall, is in charge 
of an ever-growing line of shelves which currently 
stretch for 3 kms. They contain historic records 
from the 12th century to the present day, covering 
all aspects of Bath and its surrounding area. 
There are the collections of official documents 
from the councils, courts etc as well as records 
on individuals and property covering everything 
from wills to the workhouse. As the electronic age 
progresses, more and more arrives at the Record 
Office on digital media with its own challenges for 
archiving.

Colin gave us many examples of the broad range 
of historical detail which comes across his desk. 
There is the earliest charter granted to Bath in 
1189 by Richard I and the diary of Bath weather 
from 1756-61, but a fascinating glimpse into 
Victorian life is the indenture of a boy from the 
Bath Workhouse to become a chimney sweep’s 
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apprentice. It stated that the chimney sweep must 
ensure the boy had a bath once a week and was 
not made to climb any chimney where a fire was 
lit. Who said Health & Safety was a modern fad!

Many of the records can now be accessed online 
or, if not, by visiting the Bath Record Office. 
Further details on www.batharchives.co.uk

Ralph Allen CornerStone opening

The new CornerStone on Combe Road was 
officially opened on 15 July by a number of 
eminent people who were involved in the 
stabilisation of the stone mines. Bath Mayor, Cllr. 
Cherry Beath, cut the ribbon and the great and the 
good remembered their own part in this massive 
and difficult project. The near disasters and the 
difficulties in getting funding were all engraved on 
their memories. Mary Stacey who was the B&NES 
project leader, David Dunkerley, the chair of the 
Community Association and Nick Raynsford MP, 
the Government Minister who finally sanctioned 
the money, all recalled anxious moments. The 
CornerStone was packed with former engineers 
and contractors as well as the architects and 
developers of Ralph Allen Yard. The saving of 
Combe Down was seen as a unique problem 
which was concluded successfully on time and 
budget and without loss of life.

The CornerStone was too small to invite the 
residents on that occasion but it opened quietly 
the following Saturday to everybody, and will be 
open with free admission on Saturdays, Sundays 
and Bank Holiday Mondays from 10am to 4pm. 

The centre is run by volunteers and will develop a 
varied programme over the coming years. If you 
would like to volunteer to man the centre when it 
is open or if you have special skills you could offer 
in IT (eg website maintenance or running the 
Facebook and Twitter accounts), book-keeping, 
running a class in Tai Chi, knitting or in fact 
any subject of interest, please go along and have 
a chat. Would you like to hire the space for an 
exhibition, seminar, board meeting – the rates 
are very competitive? It is the smart place to be in 
Combe Down. 

Archiving the collection
With the opening of the CornerStone in July it 
has been possible to move our archive from the 
temporary office we had been kindly loaned at 
Isabella Place into our own repository in the 
basement of the new building. This cavernous 
room below the visitor centre is ideal for storage 
of all the records and artefacts that have been 
collected and donated to CDHS over the years. 
It also has the preserved remains of the stone-
lined cistern used to steep the grain as part of the 
malting process when the building was used as a 
brewery.

We have installed tables and shelving bought with 
a grant from the Arts Council and work proceeds 
on completing the archiving project. This will 
safely preserve the physical objects in appropriate 
storage media and record our collection on a 
computer database. We would love you to help us 
with this so if you are interested please contact 
David Bishop, our Archivist on 01225 425320.

The CDHS archive at the CornerStone

Ralph Allen CornerStone Grand Opening 15 July 2014
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Down memory lane
The Ralph Allen CornerStone is the latest of 
a number of Combe Down meeting places, 
other than public houses and schools, which 
have existed over the years. The first to be 
established in the mid-19th century were linked 
to the Church and Chapels where activities 
associated with their respective congregations 
could take place. The Nonconformist Union 
Chapel on Church Road had facilities for 
schooling and meetings while Holy Trinity 
Church used a small cottage on Tyning Road 
known as the Church Rooms. This cottage, now 
demolished and replaced by the Old Church 
Court flats, was for many years the centre of 
Anglican church life and in the early 1900s also 
acted as a soup kitchen. 

A much larger public building was built on the 
Avenue by a Captain Borland which opened in 
1897 to celebrate Queen Victoria’s 60th Jubilee. 
This was known as Avenue Hall and became 
the centre for non-religious functions such as 
concerts, meetings, auctions and even fancy-
dress balls. 

By the 1920s the Church Rooms in Tyning 
Road, as reported in the Bath Chronicle, “had 
become a disgrace to the parish” and the vicar, 

Revd. Watton, initially wanted to buy Avenue 
Hall as a replacement. The price was too high 
at that time so it was decided to build a new 
hall and for some years fund-raising took place 
at garden parties and the like for this cause. 
However, with a generous donation from the 
local Spear family and the sale of the Tyning 
Road cottage, Avenue Hall was eventually 
bought and re-opened in 1926 as the Church 
Rooms we know today. Since then the building 
has been used for much village activity, often 
not church-related.

An earlier incumbent of Holy Trinity, Revd 
Sweetapple, also provided for the community 
by organising a collection in 1917 to purchase 
Firs Field for the parish from the Misses 
Stennard for £750 and to keep in memory those 
who had laid down their lives in World War 1 
with the establishment of a War Memorial. 

Firs Field became the Combe Down village 
green and a fair used to be held there annually. 
It continues this public role, after a short 
interruption as the site of the mixing plant for 
mine stabilisation, as does the Scout Hut in its 
eastern corner, built in the 1960s to replace an 
earlier building known as the Church Army 
Hut and Social Centre.

Roman coffin laid to rest
Some years ago a Roman coffin was dug up in a 
garden in Horsecombe Vale. The property had just 
been sold and the new owners did not want it. The 
coffin was aligned east-west suggesting that it was 
a Christian burial and probably about AD300. The 
Roman Baths Museum was informed but as they 
already had plenty of coffins it was offered to the 
Combe Down Heritage Society. Malcolm Aylett 
and Rosemary Simmons both offered to give it a 
temporary home but as Rosemary had more space 
it sat in her garden 
for the next eight 
years. CDHS hoped 
that one day there 
would be a heritage 
centre in Combe 
Down and the coffin 
would feature there.

In the end we have a 
small CornerStone 
and no room for 

the coffin even within the Ralph Allen Yard 
housing development. The good news is that we 
have found a new site for the coffin beside the 
drung at the top entrance to the Primary School 
on Combe Road in a spot which will enhance 
that part of the village. The picture shows Tom 
Hammond levelling it and making it secure. It will 
be planted and looked after by local residents with 
the possibility that the school might get involved. 
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First name(s) Surname(s)

Address Postcode

Email

New member application form

I/we apply to become a member of the Combe Down Heritage Society until 31 March 2015 
and I/we agree to my details being held on computer for the duration of my membership

Gift Aid declaration for this and future donations 
Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made by me today in the future 
I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least 
equal to the amount of tax that all the Charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts 
for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT  
and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand that the charity will  
reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give on or after 6 April 2008.

Ages of children  
(if family membership) 

Total amount paid

DateSigned

Standard £5  Concession £3 Family £12

I am sending an additional £ as a donation to the society

Payments by cheque, payable to ‘Combe Down Heritage Society’, or cash should be made to the Membership Secretary:  
Tim Lunt, 141 Church Road, Combe Down, Bath BA2 5JL Please ask for a Standing Order Form if you would rather pay direct.

Phone

Membership options - please tick as required:

If you are already a member, there is no need to fill this in - simply send or give your payment to Tim Lunt (see below)
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Publications 
Remembering Village Shops by Richard Read, £15 
I Remember Tucking Mill  
by Stanley Wicks, £6
A History of the Byfield Mine 
by Professor Richard Irving, £9.95

Heritage Trail leaflet 
by Richard Irving and Rosemary Simmons, £1
William Smith’s Venture in Stone Quarrying by 
Richard Irving, is now published on the Society’s 
website www.combedownheritage.org.uk. Printed 
copies also available.

CD of Combe Down Past and Present - available 
to members only, free, but a donation is expected.
All our publications are available at Society 
meetings and are also from Rosemary Simmons.

Contacts 
Chair Rosemary Simmons 833301 
12 Greendown Place, Combe Down BA2 5DD 
rosyprint@care4free.net 

Secretary Simon Burrows 833966 
Overland, 157 Church Road, Combe Down BA2 5JN

Subscriptions for this year are now overdue if you 
have not paid. Please send to the Membership 
Secretary, details at the bottom of this newsletter. 

Combe Down tunnel access
Access from Combe Down to the Two Tunnels 
path may soon be possible…without having 
to climb that 10 foot gate! Agreement to a 
permissive path and entrance gate has been 
granted by the landowner and what is now 
required is confirmation by the Two Tunnels 
working group who will be responsible for 
installation and maintenance.

Museum of Bath at Work 
With assistance from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund a new permanent exhibition gallery has 
recently opened at the Museum of Bath at 
Work called Knowing Your Place: Bath and 
Local Distinctiveness. It includes an A-Z of local 
history from each part of Bath and a visit is very 
worthwhile. CDHS has contributed to the display 
on Combe Down so go along and see if you know 
everything there!

Ralph Allen’s Stone Quarries Trail
The Combe Down Heritage Trail leaflet on 
Ralph Allen’s Stone Quarries is now available at 
the CornerStone, price £2. It has a large map of 
the village with a comprehensive guide to the 
remaining quarries and other points of interest.


